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THE MEN, THE YEARS: WHERE HAVE THEY GONE? 
THE LIFE OF FELIX VOORHIES 


Ce By Ruth T. Grant* 
Ke 
ELIX VOORHIES was born on the first day of the year 1830. His life, a span of 
(more than eighty colorful and fulfilling years, began and ended in his beloved and 


tradition-filled Attakapas country. His roots lay deep in the soil of Europe; his 


» progeny have blossomed across the face of America. 
*fhis distinguished South Louisiana citizen traced his ancestry to Coerte-Albert Van- 


Voorhies, who, prior to the year 1600, resided in front of the village of Hees (as the name 
Voorhies indicates) near the town of Ruinen, in the province of Deuthe, Holland. A son of 
this same Coerte-Albert Van-Voorhies, Steven Coerte Van-Voorhies, emigrated from Holland 
in the early 1600s and settled in Flatland, Long Island, New York, where he held public 
office. His son, the first of the American generations to follow, was Coerte Steven Van- 
Voorhies, baptised January 23, 1678, at Flatland, Long Island, New York. He married 
Antie Remsen and became the father of Cornelius Van-Voorhies, who married Aeltic 
Couvenhoven and moved to New Jersey, settling five miles south of Princeton. Their son, 
Dan Van-Voorhies, (1) born March 9, 1749, in South Brunswick, New Jersey, served as an 
officer in the American Revolution. He and his wife, Eva Couvenhoven, were the parents of 
another Cornelius Voorhies, who traveled to and settled in South Louisiana. (2) 

The first settler in the Attakapas country married Aimée Gradenigo, (3) descendant of a 
Venetian family who migrated to the Techeland and gained title to land on the east bank of 
that bayou a few miles below the present town of Leonville. (4) Their son, Cornelius, was 
born in 1803. (5) He married Cidalise Mouton, daughter of Jean Mouton, son ‘of the 


e 


*Extracted from “The Life and Writings of Judge Félix Voorhies,” a thesis by Ruth Tilly Grant, L.S.U., 
1940. Mrs. Grant, the former Ruth Emily Tilly of New Iberia, received her B.A. degree from S.L.I. in 1933 
and the Masters degree from L.S.U. in 1940. Mrs. Grant now resides in Mandeville. 


1. This spelling of the family name is evidently the first change from the original Dutch spelling. 
2. The prefix “Van” (of the) has now been dropped from the name. 


3. Church records (Opelousas Church, Vol. 1, p. 22) show that Cornelius Voorhies's wife was baptised 
Agatha Amato (sometimes Agatha Armée) May 14, 1780, at the age of three % months. She was the 
daughter of Jean Gradenigo of Venice, Italy, and Marguerite Krepps (Krebs) of Pensacola. Cornelius 
and Aimée were married August 2, 1803. One entry lists his parents as Daniel Voorhies and Sara 
Gordon. Donald J. Hebert, Southwest Louisiana Records, 2nd: ed. (Privately printed, 1976), Vol. 1. 


4, Jean Gradenigo married Marguerite Krebs March 17, 1766, Mobile Church, Vol. Vi, p. 49. The 
Opelousas general census of 1777 lists husband, wife, and five children (not Agatha Armée) living in the 
area. Jacqueline Voorhies, Some Late Eighteenth Century Louisianians (Lafayette, La., 1973), p. 288. 
The fact that the only animals he owned were two horses indicates that he was engaged in cultivation. 
Jean Gradenigo died in 1809 at the age of 80. After 1807, his son, Augustin, claimed title, through oc- 
cupancy and cultivation to a tract containing 274 acres of land on the east bank of Bayou Teche just 
across and above the land granted to John L. Zeringue. Louisiana Register of State Land Claims, Cer- 
tificate B 204. For location, see Gertrude C. Taylor, Land Grants Along the Teche, Part I (Lafayette, La., 
1979). 


5. Opelousas church records show that Cornelius Voorhies was baptised October 1804, at the age of 3 


months. Hebert, Southwest Louisiana Records, I, 569. He died in St. Martinville, July 2, 1859, age 55. 
Ibid., V. 
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Lafayette Parish pioneer (6) and the granddaughter of Widow Borda, (7) who is said to have 
reared the real Evangeline. (8) The children of the Honorable Cornelius Voorhies and 
Cidalise Mouton were Edgar, Albert, Alfred, Martin, Marie Cornelius, Marie Amélie, Louis, 
Félix and Charles. (9) 

Félix Voorhies, second to the youngest child in this family, received his early education at 
Saint Charles College, Grand Coteau, Louisiana, and at Springhill College, Mobile, 
Alabama. He completed his formal education at the College of the Immaculate Conception, 
now known as Jesuit’s College in New Orleans, and shortly thereafter began studying law in 
the office of his brother, Judge Albert Voorhies. (10) In April 1860, he was admitted to the 
bar. The preceding year he had married Modeste Potier. (11) To this couple were born 
sixteen children, (12) 


6. Jean-Baptiste Mouton was born April 24,1784. He was the son of Jean Mouton, a native of Prission, 
Acadia. Ibid., V, 420. Jean Mouton arrived in the Louisiana colony in 1765 and settled near Opelousas. 
He later received a land grant near the present St. Landry-Lafayette Parish line and became the founder 
of Vermilionville. 


7. Marie Marthe Borda, grandmother of Cornelius Voorhies, married Jean Mouton June 23, 1783. She 
was the daughter of Antoine Borda, a surgeon from France and of Marguerite Martin, a native of 
Acadia. She was the widow of Rainet Robicho when she married Borda. She died February 12, 1824, at 
more than 104 years of age. Ibid., V, 628. The widow Borda, then was the great grandmother of Felix 
Voorhies. 

In his book, Acadian Reminiscences, Voorhies wrote: 


I was twelve years old, and yet I can picture in my mind the noble simplicity of my father’s house. 
and farther along he continued: 


Our family consisted of my father and mother, of three children, and my grandmother, a cen- 
tenarian, ... our grandmother, an exile from Acadia, would relate to us the scenes she had 
witnessed when her people were driven from their homes by the British. .. . (Felix Voorhies, 
Acadian Reminiscences [Boston, 1907], pp. 15, 18.) 


Voorhies, whose bent was more literary than historical, was obviously using the well-known vehicle of 
the “handed-down”’ story, since the teller of this story had died 15 years before Voorhies was born. 
Even his grandmother could not have told him this story, for, neither had she been in Acadia nor was she 
living when Voorhies was born. (She died in 1831.) 


8. Chapter 8 of the above cited begins: 


Emmeline Labiche .. . was an orphan whose parents died when she was quite a child. I [his 
grandmother] had taken her into my home and raised her as my own daughter. (Ibid., p. 81.) 


9. Cornelius Voorhies married Cidalise Mouton in July 1826, Born September 16, 1808, she was the 
daughter of Jean-Baptiste Mouton and Marie Angélique Martin (married June 1, 1801). Cidalise was the 
widow of Charles Antoine. Hebert, Southwest Louisiana Records, Vols. I and Il. 


10. Like his father, Albert Voorhies, the second child of Cornelius Voorhies and Cidalise Mouton, 
became an associate justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court. 


11. Modeste Potier, daughter of Charles Potier and Marie Marcelite Broussard, was born February 17, 
1844. Ibid., III. She was not quite 16 years old when she married Voorhies, October 17, 1859. 


12. Two children died at birth and two others, Sidney and Angélle, died in infancy. The twelve others 
who lived long and fulfilling years were Edward, a lawyer, Lafayette, La., clerk of court for 16 years; 
Felix E. Voorhies, engineer, Dallas, Texas; Daniel, lawyer, St. Martinville; Charles, engineer, Lafayette; 
Robert, physician, Lafayette; Albert, dentist, New Iberia; Cécile (Mrs. L. E. Babin), Lafayette; Paul, 
machine shop owner, New Iberia; Walter, vice-president, City National Bank, New York City; Lucy (Mrs. 
August Gassie), Lafayette; Jean, bond broker, New Orleans, and Modeste (Mrs. Frank J. Dauterive), New 
Iberia. 
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Félix Voorhies spent the greater part of his life in St. Martinville. His personal life in- 
volved, above all, the people and things he loved. (13) For this home-loving man, family life 
was simple, and he always looked forward to the peace and happiness he would find with his 
wife and children. (14) 

The congeniality of this family made the residence a rendezvous for all in St. Martinville. 
Voorhies made his life even more complete with his literary and musical talents. He was a 
contributor to leading French newspapers in the United States, and his “Louisiana Sketches” 
in the New York Independent were widely read and admired. (15) For four years he edited 
The Observer, a St. Martinville newspaper. (16) His dramatic and musical talents he shared 
with his children and the other children of St. Martinville. Perhaps his greatest contribution 
to the life of the town was the theater he organized and directed. Like Shakespeare, he wrote 
the plays, trained the actors, and sometimes took part in them with his children and with 
other children in St. Martinville. (17) His musical interest itself was diapaison, en- 
compassing everything from his own dialectical compositions (18) to arias from French 
operas, 


In 1940, at the time of the writing of this thesis, 9 of the 16 children were living. Modeste died May 1, 
1972, at the age of 84. Paul Voorhies died July 11, 1977, at the age of 100 years and6 months. At the time 
of the preparation of this article, fean Sosthene, second to the youngest of the children of Félix and 
Modeste Voorhies is their only survivor. He lives with his daughter, Mrs. Eloise Gary, in Breaux Bridge. 
June 15, he celebrated his 97th birthday. 

Besides rearing 12 children to adulthood, Voorhies and his wife adopted and reared eight orphans. 


13. Incidents in the personal and family life of Félix Voorhies were related to the writer by his 
children. One of his daughters told how her father returned home every afternoon at five to take his 
favorite place by the fireside where he could enjoy the company of his wife and children. While he told 
her of the things that had occurred during the day or pursued some bit of philosophy, she knitted or 
sewed, pretending to listen but really wondering how she would have enough to eat in the house the next 
day. 

Later, when their daughter and the other children had gone to bed, she often heard her father pacing 
the floor late into the night. He was not, as she later learned, practicing some speech or dramatic feat; 
rather he was worrying where the next dollar would come from. 


14, Although in his early manhood he was very poor, Voorhies taught his children all the rules of 
righteous living and the standards of conduct in this world. Yet, he did everything in his power to please 
his children. One of his sons related the following story: 


At the time St. Martinville had a city ordinance forbidding swimming in Bayou Teche. However, 
on hot, summer days Voorhies, with book under arm, walked toward the bayou. The boys soon 
followed. Voorhies would sit under a tree reading his book, pretending not to notice the boys in 
swimming. Suddenly he would look up and say, “Tous 4 terre.”” The boys would obey him, and 
then Voorhies would close his book and go home. 


15. New Iberia Weekly Iberian, August 31, 1895. 


16. Interview with André Olivier, St. Martinville, La. The files of this paper were lost in a fire which 
destroyed the attic of the Voorhies home. 


17. Voorhies’ plays, written in pencil, were found in his record books, and ledgers, often with the 
original cast. These dramas, presented at the Duchamp Opera House, were under the auspices of the C. 
C. C. Club organized by Voorhies. It was later revealed that the initials stood for Chocolate, Coffee, and 
Cake. Ruth Grant, Interview with Dr. Robert Voorhies. 


18. One of Voorhies’ musical compositions, ‘‘Gringalet 4 la noce de Zozéphine,” was in the possession 


of Bennett Voorhies, Lafayette, La. Edward Voorhies, the writer’s son, sang at a fair in Broussard, La. 
Family members laughed as they recalled the event. 
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The sanctity of family life and the love of children and people who surrounded him was 
probably the motivating factor in his publicly voicing concern over the increase in 
misdemeanors and crimes threatening to destroy the peace and tranquility of his native 
region in the late 1850s and of the ineffectiveness of law enforcement and the courts in 
coping with these occurrences. (19) Because of the concern born out of his own rules for 
righteous living and standards of conduct, Voorhies joined other citizens in the area in 
organizing groups to see that crime was stamped out and justice was done. (20) This 
restlessness and disorder were a cause of even greater anxiety for Voorhies as the outbreak of 
the Civil War approached. He was reluctant to leave his wife, with child, at home virtually 
unprotected in a region where conditions were to grow worse in a time of war. However, duty 
and patriotism compelling him to leave, Voorhies joined the Confederate Army in the early 
days of the conflict. (21) Incidents told to him and events that influenced his thinking during 


the war years were the background for several essays and short stories that Voorhies 


wrote. (22) 
The war ended, Voorhies was hardly at ease. As it was with all other strong-blooded men 


of the Attakapas, the political situation during Reconstruction was another basis for his 
fears. Along with those who opposed the corruption and fraud in state government, he took 


19. To counteract the ineffectiveness of law enforcement, concerned men formed what was known as 
Vigilance Committees. Voorhies defended the illegal activities of these groups with the following words: 


The steps taken by the Vigilants were bold ones and savored of revolution, but they must not be 
taken too harshly or with too much levity. A revolution, whether on a small or large scale, 
always has a first cause leading to its inauguration, and a first cause has certainly been set 
forth.... 


Félix Voorhies, “Attakapas Parishes in 1859,’’ Weekly Iberian, January 14, 21, 1937. Reprinted from the 
New Iberia Sugar Bowl, 1871. Alexandre Barde gives what is generally considered an accurate picture 
of the conditions of the time. Alexander Barde, Comités de Vigilance (Saint Jean-Baptiste [Louisiana], 
1861). Alcée Fortier, summerizing the information given by Barde, names some of the families most 
active in the work of Vigilance Committees: 


The vigilantes were men of courage, of wealth, and of culture; and among them were Alexander 
Mouton, ex-governor and United States senator; his son Alfred Mouton, the brave general killed 
only a few years later at Mansfield; Major St. Julien, a real chevalier; Alcibiade Deblanc, af- 
ierward a judge of our supreme court; Alcée Judice, the most eloquent and intrepid; the Martins; 
the Voorhieses; the Broussards; and many others of the best and most respected families. 


Alcée Fortier, Louisiana Studies (New Orleans, 1894), p. 29. 


20. The Vigilante Committees fought a battle with their opponents on September 3, 1859, at Bayou 
Queue Tortue near Lafayette, and the power of the bandits was destroyed. Félix Voorhies, a member of 
the Vigilance Commiitee of St. Martinville, took part in this battle. Ruth Grant, interview with Dan 
Voorhies, Felix Voorhies’ son. 


21. Voorhies’ official Confederate record is as follows: 


Private Co C Eighth Louisiana infantry. Enlisted June 19, 1861; Camp Moore, La. Roll July and 
August 1861, Absent, sick at Culpepper since August 31, 1861. Roll September and October 
1861, Present. Report November 1861, Camp Florida. Discharged on Surgeon’s certificate. Roll 
November and December, 1861, Discharged Camp Reserve November 3, 1861,—statement and 
final discharge given. Born in Louisiana; Occupation, Lawyer; Residence, St. Martinville, La. 
Age when enlisted, 20: Married. 


22. One of these was the essay ‘Abraham Lincoln,” in which Voorhies criticized this man of so much 
intelligence for freeing the slaves while able-bodied men were away from home. From the papers in 
possession of Mrs. F. J. Dauterive. 
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part in a secret movement to bring about the restoration of democratic principles. (23) In the 
politics of the next few years, Voorhies was active both locally and statewide, speaking out 
particularly as a firm believer of democratic ideals while he served in the Louisiana House of 
Representatives for one term, 1874-1878. (24) He was also concerned with the national 
election of 1876, the results of which were his writing two more essays, one on the direct 
election results and another expressing his attitude toward the Grant Republican party. (25) 

In 1892, Félix Voorhies was elected to the judgeship of the Nineteenth Judicial District, 
(26) an office in which he served with tirelessness, and according to the general opinion of the 
time, with skill and understanding. (27) In carrying out his duties he emphasized the im- 
portance of jury duty and advised stringent enforcement of the law. When he bid for 
reelection in 1896, people were evidently satisfied with his performance as a jurist, (28) and, 
although unopposed, he still received all 1,199 votes cast. 

Upon the death of his wife, May 15, 1901, Voorhies lost interest in politics, and he 
returned to law practice in New Iberia where he took up residence. (30) In 1908 he returned 
to St. Martinville where he practiced in a firm in which his son, Daniel, was a partner. At the 
age of seventy-three, he retired from active practice. He spent the last years of his life visiting 
his children and grandchildren, and during his spare time he added many writings to his 
already large collection of works. (31) 

A long and full life closed for Félix Voorhies at 6:15 p.m., Thursday, August 19, 1919. 
Services were held from St. Peter’s Catholic Church the following day, and his body was laid 
to rest among his family and friends in St. Martinville, the town where he was born. 


23. This organization was known as the ‘‘White League.” Its purpose was to overthrow the 
Republican party and destroy Negro domination. It is said to have been organized in St. Mary Parish, 
May 23, 1867, under the leadership of Alcibiade Deblanc. Henry Chambers, A History of Louisiana 
(Atlanta, Ga., 1909), p. 642. Félix Voorhies must have been a member of this group, since in one of his 
addresses he called his fellows “frerés ligueurs’’From family papers, Mrs. F. J. Dauterive. 


24, Voorhies delivered a campaign speech October 24, 1874. Family papers, Mrs. F. J. Dauterive. 
Voorhies was a member of the Louisiana House of Representatives at that time. W. H. Perrin, ed., 
Southwest Louisiana (New Orleans, 1891), p. 350. 

25. Voorhies’ attitude toward the Grant Republican party never did change. He expressed his opinion 
in anessay entitled ‘‘Petit Discourd de Circonstance a Louange de U. S. Grant.” Family papers, Mrs. F. 
J. Dauterive. 


26. This district has since been revised and is now incorporated in the Sixteenth Judicial District of 
Louisiana. 


27. ‘Judge Voorhies’ Charge to the Grand Jury,’ Weekly Iberian, September 7, 1895. 


28. Valley of the Teche. Files of this newspaper are not extant. This article was reprinted in the 
Weekly Iberian, April 25, 1896. 


29. Ibid., April 29, 1898. 


30. For the next seven years Voorhies was a law partner of John E. Schwing, who later became 
executive officer of New Iberia National Bank. Ruth Grant, interview with John E. Schwing. 


31. Félix Voorhies’ reflections and thoughts through the years in his original, careful handwriting have 
been kept by members of his family. 
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Some of the Voorhies family and friends gather in front of the old home in St. Martinville. 

From left to right, seated, Jean S. Voorhies and neighbor. Standing, a neighbor, Walter F. 

Voorhies, Felix Voorhies, Lucie Voorhies, two neighbors, Modeste Voorhies, Mrs. Felix 

Voorhies, Charles L. Voorhies, and Judge Albert Voorhies. 
a eo : 


ae 


Voorhies Family Reunion 1898 or 1899 


First row: Fred Voorhies, Henry Voorhies, Don Voorhies, P. J. Voorhies, Modeste Voorhies 
(Dauterive), Rousseau Voorhies, and Anna Voorhies (Metcalf). 

Second row: Cecile Voorhies Babin, Lucie Voorhies Gassie, Baby Corinne Voorhies (Sims), 
Mrs. Felix Voorhies and Baby Herman, Mrs. Felix Voorhies (wife of Judge Felix Voorhies), 
Mrs. Edward Voorhies, Mrs. Albert P. Voorhies, Mrs. Charles Voorhies and daughter 
Carmen (Brown), and Mrs. Dan Voorhies. 

Third row: Lucien Ducrest, Dr. Robert Voorhies, Jean S. Voorhies, Felix Voorhies, and 
Edward J. Voorhies and son Howard. 

Fourth row: Walter F. Voorhies, Edward Voorhies, Jr., and Dan Voorhies. 
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INEZ VOORHIES ISOM 
Was born on Monday, December 28, 1903 


The Year’s Top Story 


Wright Brothers carry out successful flight at Kitty Hawk. 


News of the Month 


Iroquois Theater fire in Chicago kills 602. 
Immigration sets new record of 857,046. 
Martial law declared in Cripple Creek, Colorado, mine strike. 


People Who Share Your Birthday PRESIDENT Theodore Roosevelt 
VICE PRESIDENT (No vice pres.) 
1856 Woodrow Wilson 
28th U.S. President And the Winner Is... 
1911 Sam Levenson 
Comedian, author Operetta Babes in Toyland by V. Herbert 
1934 Maggie Smith Books The Way of All Flesh by Butler 
Actress The Spirit of the Border by Grey 
1908 Lew Ayres Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm by Wiggin 
Actor Call of the Wild by London 
1905 Earl Hines Painting La Vie by Picasso 
Jazz musician World Series Boston over Pittsburgh 
1903 John von Neumann Kentucky Derby Judge Himes - H. Booker up 
Mathmatician 


People Your Age Tunes of the Times 


Sweet Adeline ... Toyland ... Melody of Love 
or aia Sices ahs Edgar Bergen......... ... Waltzing Matilda ... Dear Old Girl ... The 
..-Henry Louis (Lou) Gehrig... March of the Toys ... Ida, Sweet As Apple 
J tha Cries aes Bob HOPG ss wees eee ss Cider ... Good-Bye, Eliza Jane ... Bedelia 
Em Fa Hea Lawrence Welk........ The Eyes of Texas ... Spring, Beautiful Spring 
Famous Firsts Life in the U.S.A. — Then & Now 

Car firsts: closed car and glass 1903 1987 
windshield ... ist transpacific 
cable completed ... Alfred Carl Population 80,632,000 239,743,000 
Fuller was ist Fuller brush man ... 3 Br. Home $2,400 $78,843 
Photocopying machine invented by Avg. Income $462 S29, 22 
G.C. Beidler ... Binney & Smith New Ford $750 $9,120 
began making color crayons ... Eggs, 1 doz. S26 $.84 
Springfield Rifle developed Bread, 1 lb. S..05 §.63 

Milk, 1/2 gal. $.28 S214 

Fun Facts & More 
Enrico Caruso sang in RIGOLETTO in NY ... THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY, first 
storytelling movie lasted 12 min. ... Lionel train catalog ... WIZARD OF OZ and 
PETER PAN opened on Broadway ... Dreamland amusement park opened on Coney Is. 
Roosevelt founded 1st animal refuge, Pelican Island in Florida, to protect 

“harmless wild things" ... Dr. Jackson and mechanic made 1st car trip across US 


© 1986 WALLMARK CARDS, INC. 
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